The significance of a positive cutaneous immunofluorescence test in systemic lupus erythematosus.
Direct cutaneous immunofluorescence microscopical examination of uninvolved skin is an important diagnostic test in systemic lupus erythematosus. Its prognostic significance is undetermined. In twenty-four patients there was an increased incidence of leukopenia, hypocomplementaemia, and LE cells in patients with positive skin immunofluorescence. Positive cutaneous immunofluorescence of uninvolved skin was correlated with the most severe forms of lupus renal disease, membranous glomerulonephritis, and diffuse proliferative glomerulonephritis.